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As summer approaches, the spirit of music and cultural exchange once again fills the air. This year, we shine a 

spotlight on a remarkable collaboration that shaped the course of music history: the friendship between Claude 

Nobs, founder of the Montreux Jazz Festival, and Ahmet Ertegün, founder of Atlantic Records. 

 

The Montreux Jazz Festival, launched in 1967 by Nobs, began as a modest celebration of jazz by Lake Geneva but 

swiftly became a global institution. Nobs' passion for music, combined with his charisma, drew artists from every 

genre. Among his most influential allies was Ahmet Ertegün, the Turkish-American co-founder of Atlantic Records, 

whose ear for talent helped elevate legends such as Aretha Franklin, Ray Charles, and Led Zeppelin. 

 

Born in İstanbul in 1923, Ahmet Ertegün spent part of his childhood in Switzerland, where his father served as a 

Turkish diplomat in Berne. Later, his father was appointed Turkish ambassador to the United States, the family moved 

to Washington, D.C. There, Ahmet and his brother Nesuhi, immersed themselves in American jazz culture, often 

visiting Black music clubs at a time when segregation was still widespread. This unique blend of European and 

American influences deeply shaped their musical sensibilities. In 1947, Ahmet co-founded Atlantic Records, using 

borrowed money and a bold vision to bring rhythm and blues, soul, and later rock music into the mainstream. The 

label became known not only for its iconic roster but also for granting artists a rare degree of creative freedom.  

 

Nobs and Ertegün’s friendship, born from a shared love of jazz and mutual respect, led to historic concerts and 

recordings at Montreux. Artists from the Atlantic Records family became festival regulars, often staying at Nobs' 

chalet and participating in jam sessions that crossed cultures and styles. This collaboration helped turn Montreux 

into a living archive of 20th-century music. 

 

This year, as the Montreux Jazz Festival celebrates Atlantic Records' 75th anniversary, we are reminded that cultural 

diplomacy often thrives through music. The Nobs-Ertegün friendship echoes the spirit of the 1925 Treaty of 

Friendship signed between Switzerland and Turkey. Just as that treaty laid the groundwork for enduring diplomatic 

ties, this musical alliance exemplifies how art can build bridges between nations. 

 

We hope you enjoy this summer's vibrant season of culture, concerts, and conversation. 

 

Bezen Hong 

 

Please keep us posted on events and news that you would like to share at assosuisseturquie@gmail.com 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

JUNE AND JULY EVENTS 

 

Association Events 

 

Happy Hour - June 18 

mailto:assosuisseturquie@gmail.com


Nico Geneva 

From 6pm 

 

Republic Ball – November 1 
Save the Date 
 

RSVP at assosuisseturquie@gmail.com 

 

For future Association events: www.assochtr.ch 

 

Member Events 

 

Book signing – June 14 at 2pm  

Fnac Cornavin 

Our member David Napoléon has just published his book “Mort d’une étoile”. For more details:  

https://rdv.fnac.ch/live/david-napoleon/  

 

Golf Voyage to Antalya between 17.10-24.10.2025 

For more information on the annual trip organised by our member Leila Ungun kindly write to  

info@golf-fit.com. 

 

Tasting Istanbul 

Our member, Nalan Miri Sözer, is organizing Tasting Istanbul. To register, please contact  

nalansozer@gmail.com 

 

Turkish Consulate Sponsored Events 

 

Exhibition and concert for the 100th year anniversary of Turkish-Swiss friendship treaty – June 17 at 6pm 

Organized by the Consulate General of Turkiye in Geneva, the exhibition will feature archival photos and documents 

of the treaty and will be followed by Turan Manafzade’s piano recital. 

Rsvp:  https://geneva-cg.mfa.gov.tr/ 

 

Concert for the 75th Anniversary of Atlantic Records – July 5 

Montreux Jazz Festival, The Memphis 

75th anniversary celebration and the story of Ertegün brothers will take place at 5:30pm. This will be followed first by 

Telli Davul’s concert at 8pm and then Bilal Karaman’s experimentals at 9:30pm. 

Free entry 

https://www.montreuxjazzfestival.com/en/artist/montreux-ville-creative-75th-anniversary-of-atlantic-records/ 

 

Other Events 

 

Montreux Jazz Festival – July 5 to July 20  

Montreux 

The world-renowned festival welcomes artists such as Lenny Kravitz, Sting, Massive Attack, and many others. This 

year includes a tribute to Atlantic Records' 75th anniversary. Full program at: https://www.montreuxjazzfestival.com 

 

38th International İzmir Festival June 3 to July 12 and Geneva Camerata 

İzmir 

Gathering performances from baroque to hip-hop, the festival is also hosting Geneva Camerata on June 17 at 9pm in 

AASM Grand Hall. 

http://www.iksev.org/en/izmir-festivali/program 

 

53rd İstanbul Music Festival – June 11-26 and Geneva Camerata 
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İstanbul 

The Geneva Camerata will perform on June 18 as part of the theme "Beyond Borders" - redefining boundaries in 

music and moving through geographical boundaries. A cutting-edge, multidisciplinary performance fusing orchestral 

music, dance, and hip-hop – using Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony and featuring Swiss composer Alexandre 

Mastrangelo. It shows the creative exchange rooted in the festival's Montreux–Geneva origins and Swiss–Turkish 

cultural dialogue.  

https://muzik.iksv.org/en/programme 

 

UEFA Women’s Euro 2025 in Switzerland – July 2–27  

Switzerland will host this major international football tournament across eight cities, including Geneva. Turkish teams 

and fans are expected to participate actively, promoting cross-cultural engagement through sport. 

 

Swiss Days İstanbul – July 6-7  

Swiss Consulate, Istanbul  

A two-day cultural and innovation fair including music performances, food, and Swiss-Turkish business showcases.  

https://www.eda.admin.ch/istanbul 

 

Lucerne Festival "Music for Future" – August 13 to September 15 

Lucerne 

While focusing on innovation and youth orchestras, this year's program includes works by Turkish composer Fazıl Say.  

https://www.lucernefestival.ch/en/ 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Donations 

Our association makes regular donations to various foundations and schools both in Switzerland and Türkiye. Our 

website has a specific page on these: https://www.assochtr.ch/fr/yardimlarimiz 

 

“Lausanne Bizim Lozan” 

100th year Edition 

The much praised book published by our Association is available for purchase at: 

Online on our website www.assochtr.ch 

Bookstore Boyut Yayınevi (https://www.boyutstore.com/bizim-lozan-lausanne) 

and at D&R in Türkiye 

We believe it will be a very much appreciated gift by your friends and family! 

 

Cornucopia Magazine 

Our annual sponsor and the source of many events that take place in Türkiye and around the world, is now also 

digital and includes all the past editions. 

Subsribe to Cornucopia Magazine in time for the next issue  

http://www.cornucopia.net/store/subscriptions/ 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Ayla Erduran’s Legacy in Switzerland  

Ayla Erduran (1934–2025), who passed away earlier this year, was one of Turkey's most celebrated classical musicians 

and a pioneering female violinist in the international concert scene. A child prodigy, she gave her first recital at age 10 

and studied with legendary violinists such as Ivan Galamian, Zino Francescatti, and David Oistrakh. Her global career 

included performances with the London Symphony Orchestra, Berlin Philharmonic, and the Orchestre de la Suisse 

https://muzik.iksv.org/en/programme
https://www.eda.admin.ch/istanbul
https://www.lucernefestival.ch/en/
https://www.assochtr.ch/fr/yardimlarimiz
http://www.assochtr.ch/
https://www.boyutstore.com/bizim-lozan-lausanne
http://www.cornucopia.net/store/subscriptions/


Romande under conductors like Ernest Ansermet. One of her most celebrated concerts was the 1965 live broadcast 

of Sibelius’s Violin Concerto in Geneva. From 1973 to 1990, she taught at the Conservatoire de Lausanne, shaping 

generations of Swiss violinists.  

 

Switzerland Returns Artifacts to Türkiye – June 2  

Seven Bronze Age artifacts, including gilded votive figurines, were formally returned to Türkiye in a diplomatic 

ceremony in Bern. The return marks another milestone in cultural cooperation and heritage preservation between 

the two countries. 

 

Opening of Turkish-Swiss Innovation Hub in Zurich – May 10  

A new center for startup and academic exchange was launched, promoting tech and cultural cooperation between 

the two countries. 

 

Centennial of the Türkiye-Switzerland Friendship Treaty – March 20 

A special program was held in Ankara to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the treaty (19 Eylül 1925 Dostluk 

Anlaşması) with the event featuring a cultural exhibition and an economic forum focused on sustainable 

development.  

https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkiye-switzerland-celebrate-century-of-friendship-future-ties? 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

ARTS UPDATE sponsored by Cornucopia Magazine 

 

Exhibitions  

 

The Story Unfolds in İstanbul  

Meşher, İstanbul  

Until July 13 

https://www.cornucopia.net/events/the-story-unfolds-in-istanbul/ 

 

Creatures of Comfort 

OMM Odunpazarı Modern Museum, Eskişehir 

Until July 20 

https://www.cornucopia.net/events/creatures-of-comfort/ 

 

Faik Şenol: Şehrin Hafızası  

Taksim Sanat, İstanbul  

Until July 31  

https://www.cornucopia.net/events/faik-senol-sehrin-hafizasi/ 

 

Doug Aitken: Naked City 

Borusan Contemporary, Rumelihisarı, İstanbul 

Until August 17 

https://www.cornucopia.net/events/doug-aitken-naked-city/ 

 

Fikret Mualla: A Route Beyond the Limits of the Mind 

Erimtan Archaeology and Arts Museum, Ankara 

Until September 7 

https://www.cornucopia.net/events/fikret-mualla-a-route-beyond-the-limits-of-the-mind/ 

 

Rick Pickings from the Cornucopia Bookshop 

 

Tulips and Peacocks: William Morris and Art from the Islamic World by Rowan Bain 
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Yale University Press 

An introduction to William Morris’s personal collection of artworks from the Islamic world and how they came to 

influence his pattern-making. One of the principal founders of the Arts and Crafts movement, William Morris was 

responsible for hundreds of patterns for wallpapers, fabrics, tapestries, and carpets that are iconic of the late 

nineteenth century and continue to resonate today. It is now widely acknowledged that his artistic production was 

stimulated by his deep familiarity with embroideries, woven velvets, silks, carpets, and metalwork from Iran, Syria, 

and Turkey, which he collected throughout his lifetime. 

https://www.cornucopia.net/store/books/tulips-and-peacocks-william-morris-and-art-from-the-islamic-world/ 

 

The complete selection: https://www.cornucopia.net/store/books 

 

Gift subscriptions to Cornucopia: https://shop.exacteditions.com/cornucopia 
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